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_ than a huffand a puffto be blown down.

BUiIder.?

' By LAURIE WILLIAMS

Herald staft writer

Bob Merrill's straw houses would need more '

"The Bend, Ore., man specializes in bulldmg
sturdy homes and other ‘structures with. re- 8
claimed and recycled materials, including old .
tires, aluminum cans and bales of straw. . +

Those materials make homes less costly, and al‘
50 save energy. “

Merrill plans a workshop Thursdayand Fnday
in Kennewick to demonstrate building with bales,
as well as using passive solar designs, home pow-
er genération and other {echnologies.

On Thursday, a free slide show on “hybrid con-
struction” is planned at 6:30 p.m. at the Impact "
Training Center, 3180 W. Clearwater Ave., behmd -
the Sizzier restaurant.

Friday, Merrill takesto the field fora hands-on SN
demonstration from9a.m. to 5pan. atthe cornerof * -
27th Avenue and S. Yew Street in Kennewick.Cost -
is $45, including materials and lunch Both ses- .
sions are opento the public. . 4
" “We hope to be designing some bmldmgs outof r
this,” said Dave Pharmer, owner of Papidesign, an
architecturat and planning firm in Kennewick.

“We're fooking forless expensi'vé materials, so
‘we can make less expensive homies i in the Tn-
Cities,” he said.

Pharmersaw one of Merrill’s demonstratmns m
Portland in August and organized a similar ex- |
hibit in the Tri-Cities. “We’re always interested in
looking for new materials,” he said. . . ‘

Historically, straw is not a new bulldmg tool
Pharmer said there are many homes in the Umted ;
States that have stood for at least 100 years and-
were built with bundles of the yellowlsh grain-|
stalks. .

More recently, reclaimed mater:als have been 3§
popular for buildings in the Southwest and North
east, Pharmersaid. Butit’s only recently the ma
terials have gained attention in'the Northwest, he
said.

Merrill’s demonstrations will show how the low- ¥
moisture and insect-free bales are specially &
sealed with a thin layer of concrete and stucco, P
like a large building block.

The blocks have an insulation valué ofR-54 in-
stead of a standard wall’s R-19insulation value.

There is a drawback; only a few states have .
wholly endorsed these building materials. Soin |
Washington and Oregon, use of the materials is }
limited to nonsupporting walls and for shops and
other nonresidential buildings. i

‘And Pharmer said most county building depa.rt- . N - : - T
ments require engineering reports to document ) Photooounesy(

| the materials’ effectiveness. Bob Memll of Bend Ore., shows how 1o build a wall out of aluminum cans during an Augt

For more information about the 1ecture and
workshop. call Papidesign =~ 77~ stratlon n Pomand Hewil beglvlng aSEdGShOWThurSdayand Friday in Kennewick.




